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People of rural. areas in.Thailand usually buy drugs at
groceries when they have illnesses, This.study aims to determiné the
-pbob]ems of selling drugs, the type oP‘_drugs in grocerieé, the
behavior of grocers and the behavior of buyers. | V

Data collection was carried oub‘through informal interviews
with and observation of 7 grocers and 40 consumers.

Results of the study show that all of'thg groceries.éold drugs

incorrectly, that is to say, not in accordance with the Drug Act 1967

and supplements. Drugs which. are usually sold in groceries are



ahalgesics and antipyretics_in pa;ket—Porm. qu children and adults,
- cold remed1é$ and trédi@ionai drugs. respectively., None of grocers .
Sold.household drugs from the Government Phahmaceuti;al Organizat ion.
The Major reason Fof seliing drugs is £o,he1p consumers in the village
when they are sick., Grocers do not expect to increase their income by
selling drugs, B;th grécers and cénsumers know  very little about
drugs, and this resu]té in thé incorrect consumption of drugé. Most of J
the _grocers ;ell drugs by their trade names, which buvers ask for.
Buyers 1like to use drugs which ine results in a short time., They do
no£ think about the dangers of the drugs used. Grocers had not
peceiveq ‘advice from health workers. Most informa#i&n about drugs  1n

“the village is distributed among villagers from one to ancther.



