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ABSTRACT

The independent study entitled, The Images of Asian Women in Hollywood
Films, is conducted to study the stereotyped images of Asian women in the selected

Hollywood films. They are Charlie’s Angels (2000) and Charlie’s Angels: Full

Throttle (2003), Kill Bill Volume | (2003), Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow

(2004) and Miami Vice (2006). The objectives of the study are 1) to demonstrate the
stereotyped images of Asian women who are often portrayed in selected Hollywood
films, and 2) To demonstrate the possible danger and threats towards Asian women as
resulting from the stereotyped images in those Hollywood films.

Based on the theory of Edward Said’s Orientalism, the West portrays Asian

women as the quiet and submissive sex. Orientalism also makes an assumption of
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Asian women as the East and the Western males as the West. It is the white men or
the West’s duty to possess the East and its women. Orientalism in films is presented
in a form of stereotyping. Asian women in Hollywood films are often portrayed in
stereotyped images of either Dragon Lady/Yellow Peril or Madame Butterfly. The
former describes Asian women as a threat to American society. In Hollywood films,
these Dragon Ladies are smart, cunning, at the same time, sexy and sexually
seductive. The Madame Butterfly type describes Asian women as possessing a third
sex. Their race and gender are difficult to identify. They are often paired with white
male characters. The four Asian female characters in these five films are portrayed in
both images, either a Dragon Lady/Yellow Peril or a Madame Butterfly.

These stereotyped images that Hollywood keeps reproducing can cause
dangers to Asian women in reality. Some groups of film audiences might not be able
to differentiate the images in films from the reality. Some of them might assume that
all Asian women are smart and beautiful, at the same time, violent and sexy like those
seen in films. Therefore, they can do any harm to Asian women. This independent
study then aims to reveal the role Hollywood plays in perpetuating stereotyped images

Asian women and potential dangers against them.



