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Abstract

Family function is accepted to be one of the significant factors resulting in either the use
of substance or the success of the intervening among adolescent substance abuse. This
descriptive study was designed to examine the family function as perceived by amphetamine
adolescent dependence in Phrae province. The sample was 120 amphetamine adolescent
dependence who participated in the treatment clinic for substance abuse at Phrae province
between Febuary and March 2003. The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire
consisting of two parts: personal data and Chulalongkorn Family Inventory, developed by
Umaporn Trangkasombat (1997), based on McMaster Model of Family Functioning (MMFF).
The reliability of the questionnaire tested by cronbach’s alpha coefficient was 0.83. Data were
analyzed by descriptive statistics.

The major results revealed that, as a whole, family function as perceived by amphetamine
adolescent dependence was at quite well level. Concerning each aspect of family function, it was

found that the six aspects including problem solving, communication, role,
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affectiveresponsiveness, behavior control, and general functioning were also at a quit well
level, whereas, the affective involvement was at a fair level. As far as each item of each aspect
of family function was concerned, it was found that in term of problem solving, over one-third of
the sample had a problem about consultation of problem—solving strategies. With regard to
communication, 21.7 percent of the sample reported that they faced the problem of feeling
expression while that of affective involvement was related to behavioral control by the seniority
in the family (45.8 %).

These findings, hence, indicate that the nurses should concern the critical point of
family  function which reflects the strength of the family. In particular, the dimensions of
affective involvement, problem solving skills, and communication skills be enhanced so as to
encourage the effective family function, subsequently resulting in mental health status of family

members.
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