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Abstract

This research was to study the model of participation of the involved partners
in developing the classroom action research of the mathematics student teachers
on their professional teaching practicum and its result. It employed the participatory
action research consisting of 3 research phases, phase 1- pre-research, phase 2-
research conduction, and phase 3-post - research. The research site was Chiang Mai
University Demonstration School. The involved partners included 1 mathematics
supervisor teacher, 3 mentoring teachers, and the School Deputy Director for
Academic Affairs. All involved partners collectively studied the participatory model
for developing the classroom action research competence of 4 mathematics student
teachers on their practicum in the second semester of 2008 academic year. The
instruments included the brainstorming, focus group discussion, participant
observation form, interview form, and meeting minutes. The information was
analyzed and presented in table and descriptive analysis. The findings reveal that:

1. The brainstorming to find the solutions to the problem of incomplete
understanding about the role and job description of the mentoring teachers in
supporting the classroom action research conducted by the student teachers during
their profession practicum was the first step to create collective learning among the
involved partners to build up the awareness and identify the solutions. After that the
researcher had coordinated with the involved partners to organize a brainstorming
meeting, the result was the 4 step operation procedure: (1) building up the
cooperation, (2) setting up the operational framework, (3) driving up the tasks, and (4)
evaluating the performance. The operational framework covered role specification for
each involved partners. The supervision on the student teachers’ research was to be
done in 5 phases, namely pre-research, research proposal writing, research
conducting, research report writing, and research findings’ presentation. The student
teachers’ research competence was defined and the indicators for each aspect were
derived and the goals of success were identified. The involved partners agreed to use
the participatory action research as the strategic framework. All involved partners had



taken part in the process through the meeting, practice, and reflection in every phase
and step.

From the collective operation, it was found that the supervisor teacher and
mentoring teachers had done more than the role specified. They suggested the activity
for the students to present the research topic for involved partners to collectively
comment. They suggested to provide comments during the students engaging in the
research and proposed the methods and instrument of assessing the learning plans,
and the development of the proposal writing manual. They followed the plan
continuously. The School administrators had provided budget for printing out the
students’ research reports, organizing special lecture and research findings
presentation. The researcher had served as the facilitator to support the action and
create the atmosphere for learning exchange, and collect the information related to the
project operation.

2. Results of using the participatory model in developing the student
teachers’ classroom action research competence were as follows:

2.1 Result on the classroom action research competence of individual
student teachers along the research phases basing on the indicators reveals that their
research competence developed. During the research conduction and research
findings’ presentation phases, the students’ competence was rated at good to very
good on every indicator and the quality of the research report was at good to very
good levels. Their competence to obtain the research topic and quality of the research
proposal was at fair to good levels.

2.2 Result on the collective learning of the involved partners, it was
found that the involved partners had learned and realized the value of the classroom
action research in that it would yield benefits to the teachers and students. The student
teachers had learned how to solve the classroom problems through the advices of the
involved partners and their friends through the activities of research findings’
presentation and learning exchange. They also had realized the value of classroom
action research as the important mechanism in professional development.
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