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Abstract

A prospective study longitudinal design was conducted
to describe the quality of life among mastectomy patients
receiving radiotherapy. There were 20 mastectomy patients
receiving radiotherapy at Oncology Hospital of Peking Union

Medical College (PUMC), and the First, and Second Teaching



Hospital of Beijing Medical University (BMU), in Beijing
according to the criteria. The data collection was done from
December 1997 to February 1998. The instrument used for data
collection w%s questionna;re, which composed of demographic
data form and Quality of Life Index-Cancer Version (QLI-CV).
Internal consistency reliability coefficient of the overall
QLI-CV (n=20) was (.88 Fo; the subscales of health and
functioning, psychological /spiritual, socloeconomic, and
family wexe 0.78, 0.85, 0.78, and 0.82, respectively.
Descriptive statistics were used to describe the data as
appropriate.

The results showed the mean score of guality of life
(overall, health and functioning, psychological/spirituél,
socioeconomic, and family domain) before radiotherapy were

20.05 (SD=3.84), 18.99 (SD=3.67) 18.45 (SD=4.63}, 21.83

(8D:5.07), and 22.58 (SD=6.12), respectively. The mean score

at the end of second week were 19.81 {SD=3.69)}, 18.82‘
(SD=4.13), 18.21 (SD=4.02), 20.73 (SD=4.97), and 22.23
(SD=4.55), respectively. The -mean score at the end of the
treatment were 20,44 (SD=3.84), 19.84 {8D=4.18), 18.93
{SD=4.73), 21.58 (8D=4.73), and 22.62 (SD=4.23),

respectively. Findings of the study revealed that the quality



XI

of life among mastectomy patients had changed a little during
the course of radiotherapy.. Within four domains, family
domain received the highest satisfaction, while psycholo-
gical/spiritual domain seemed to get the lowest satisfaction
in this group of people.

The findings of the study may be implicated to
nursing practices, nursing education, nursing administration,
and nursing reresearch. It may provide the baseline knowledge
for understand quality of 1life among mastectomy patients

receiving radiotherapy.



