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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to identify and to compare needs toward loss and grief
among family members of dying patients with acute illness and chronic illness. The purposive
sample consisted of 103 family members of dying patients who were admited at the medical
intensive care units, sub-medical ICU, surgical ICU, neurological ICU, coronary care unit, and
cardiovascular thoracic ICU of Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai hospital. There were 53 family
members of dying patients with acute illness and 50 family members of dying patients with
chronic illness. Data were collected during July to October 2000. The research instrument
developed by the researcher was the Needs Toward Loss and Grief among Family Member_s of
Dying Patients Questionnaire. It included 5 aspects of needs namely need to relief anxiety,
information need, need to be with patients, need to participate in caring, and need to be supported.

The content validity was ascertained and the Cronbach’s coefficient alpha was 0.94. Data were



analysed using descriptive statistics and the difference between groups was compared using
Mann-Whitney U test.

The results of this study were as followings :

1. The needs toward loss and grief among family members of dying patients with acute
iliness were orderly reported as information need, need to be with patients, need to participate in
caring, need to be supported, and need to relief anxiety.

2. The needs toward loss and grief among family members of dying patients with chronic
illness were orderly reported as information need, need to be with patients, need to participate in
caring, need to relief anxiety, and need to be supported.

3. The needs toward loss and grief between family members of dying patients with acute
illness and with chronic illness was not statistically different.

The findings of the study can contribute to nursing knowledge and practice. The

implication for further study was recommended.



