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ABSTRACT

In local Thai community, the attitude toward persons with psychotic disorders is
directly related to the care the persons received. This is particularly true among health
volunteers who encourage the community to accept and provide care to these with
psychotic disorders. The focus of this descriptive study was to examine the attitude
towards persons with psychotic disorders among health volunteer in Li district, Lamphun
province. The study consisted of 316 health volunteers from 13 villages with the criteria of
having at least 10 persons with psychotic disorders. Data collection was conducted during
January to February, 2004, using a questionnaire consisting of personal data and attitude
measurement. The tool to measure attitude was modified from Ampom Hayachanta et. al.
(1993) according to Triandis concept (1971). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The study found that the overall attitude of health volunteers toward persons with
psychotic disorders was atthe moderate level. According to each component of attitude, it
showed that both the cognitive and the behavioral components were at a moderate level

while the affective component was at a good level. Regarding cognitive component, it




found that more than 30 percent of health volunteers perceived that psychotic disorders
was not associated with genetics and that their emotions were uncontrollable. Concerning
affective component, more than 30 percent of health volunteers perceived that persons
with psychotic disorders were irritating to the community as well as dangerous. In term of
behavioral component, more than 50 percent of health volunteers felt that it necessary to
be careful in the presence of persons with psychotic disorders and repeated attempts to
inquire about the person’s condition.

The study indicates that further training for health volunteers is needed to
promofe a beiter attitude towards persons with psychotic disorders, especially cogrﬁt%ve
and behavioral component. As a result, health volunteers are able to care more effecti\:ely

for those who have been entrusted to them.
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