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ABSTRACT

In Vietnam, there have been a number of researches on local knowledge in
resource management particularly in agriculture and forestry, but few researches have
been done on local knowledge of medicinal plants from a gender perspective. The
objectives of this research are: (1) to explore the impacts of national park land use
policies and commercialization of herbal medicine on gendered access to, use and
knowledge of medicinal plants; and, (2) how the Dzao women and men in a relocated
village use their local knowledge to negotiate among community members and with

outsiders for sustainable resource use and management.

Four concepts on gendered resource tenure, everyday practice, dynamism of
knowledge and ethnoecology were employed in this study to investigate resource
access, control, management, and dynamism of knowledge according to gender, class,

space, ethnicity and age.

Using participatory rural appraisal, interview and questionnaires, and
participatory observation, the study finds that before the establishment of Bavi
National Park, the medicinal plant resource used to be considered as open access to all
local people for domestic use. However, with the introduction of commercialization
of medicinal plants and the strict regulations on forest protection of Bavi National
Park, medicinal plant tenure can be more clearly seen as nested and gendered. It is

adaptive to the new socio-economic and environmental situation of Hopnhat village.
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Secondly, participation in the medicinal plant conservation project and the
formation of a medicinal plant association lead to the restructuring of gendered
landscapes and livelihood. Previously, development projects were considered
primarily men’s space. But through the medicinal plant association, women can gain a
social space to negotiate for access and control of resources, particularly in their home

garden.

The use and transfer of local knowledge is highly dynamic. It has been
integrated with knowledge from outside the village through daily practices. Multiple
mechanisms are used in order to acquire and transfer knowledge both vertically
through lineage and horizontally through social networks such as the medicinal plant
association as well as through travelling or selling products in the market. Also, the
knowledge can be opportunistically acquired by individuals exposed to knowledge
from experienced outsiders. However, recently, young local people have tended to

adopt western medicine.

Finally, the policy and regulations of the park have excluded local people
living in the area adjacent to the forest from using the forest resources. These
regulations have more pronounced impacts on medicinal plant collectors than herbal
experts and result in conflicts. Local people, in turn, have adopted several strategies
during their everyday activities to regain their access to forest resources including
avoidance, negotiation based on their personal relationship, négotiation based on
sustainable development, searching in other forests and the cultivation of medicinal

T plants in home gardens. There is a current trend of depleting medicinal plant
resources. Also, there are signs of erosion of local knowledge of the collection and
use of medicinal plants due to strict enforcement of national park regulations.
However, the continuity of the tradition of practicing herbal healing is still present

through the learning processes of those who are herbal healer apprentices.

In conclusion, this research indicates a need to allow access for some uses
with some regulations. It shows that guidelines for medicinal plant management and
development of buffer zone areas should be developed by the government. In
addition, local people should be involved in the process of developing this plan to

ensure that they are its beneficiaries.
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